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Upcoming Events  
May 20 -  Green Briar Nature Center Outing 
June 15 – 90th Anniversary/Annual Luncheon and Flower Show “Through the Years” 
 

 

President’s Message:  
  
We’ll finish club year ’20-’21, with a BANG! Our June meeting promises to be a fabulous 
event. Delicious Food, Lovely Venue, and a Fabulous Flower Show.  And, in person, for 
the first time in fifteen months! We’ve been waiting to Celebrate our 90th Anniversary for 
a year! “Through the Years” will capture some memorable moments in our history and 
highlight some outstanding past members, who are no longer with us. The flower show 
committee is working hard to make this event happen. Members will be exhibiting 
outstanding designs and superb specimens from their gardens. Some of our newest 
members will be participating! We’ll also take a look into a crystal ball to see what The 
Garden Club of Hyannis will look like at our 100th Anniversary!  

In the last month and a half of the club year, there are still things to do and places to go. 
Committees are working on end of year project, outings and reports.  Please continue to 
support your present committee through the year end.   

The celebratory theme continues into the next fiscal year when we celebrate the 400th 
Anniversary of the Mayflower Landing in November 2021 with our signature Showcase 
event. 

---Gail Hubacker 
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2021 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS  FROM THE GARDEN CLUB of HYANNIS 

The following outstanding Cape Cod high school students are the 2021 Scholarship 
Recipients from The Garden Club of Hyannis:  

 
Caroline Curran, a resident of Pocasset, is graduating from Sturgis Charter Public 
School East.  She will attend Harvard University this fall and major in Environmental 
Science and Native American Studies. Caroline has exceptional grades with straight A’s 
and A+s in all four years of high school.  Her mentor describes her as both a leader and 
a team player.  She created a project called Webpreneur aimed at providing 
underrepresented youth with resources, connections and encouragement.  In her 
environmental science program, she will focus on pollution and climate change aiming to 
improve the drinking water on Cape Cod.  Caroline works on the Storm Watch 
Newspaper, is President of the Spanish Club and is a United States Presidential Scholar 
along with many other outstanding awards.  

Jennifer Shearley, a resident of Centerville, is graduating from Barnstable High 
School.  She will attend the University of Vermont in the fall majoring in Environmental 
Science.  Jennifer has outstanding academic grades along with many extracurricular 
activities.  She is very active in the community and is a member of the Hyannis Youth 
and Community Center.  She wants to help resolve the pine barrens problem that are 
being impacted by climate change and wants to focus on reversing the damage it has 
done to the earth.  In addition to being an incredible student, Jennifer is also a wonderful 
figure skater and teaches young children on the Cape to skate.  She is also a member of 
the 4-H and Mock Trial Club and works on the Pirate Adventure during the summer in 
Hyannis.  

Ashleigh Reen, a resident of Dennis, is graduating from Pope John Paul II High 
School.  She will attend Villanova University in the fall majoring in Chemical 
Engineering.  Ashleigh has maintained outstanding grades all through high school.  At 
college she wants to work using the scientific method for the betterment of the 
environment and humanity.  She wants to help solve the problem with the algal blooms 
in Barnstable County due a nitrate imbalance that is causing an environmental disaster 
for both swimming and fishing.  One of her mentors says Ashleigh is a confident, 
outgoing and witty young person with a great future ahead.  Ashleigh is member of the 
National Honor Society, and Captain of both the basketball and softball teams.  

The Garden Club of Hyannis wishes all three students the best of luck as they pursue 
their studies at their individual Universities and is happy to award these scholarships to 
them for their outstanding performance both in school and the community.  
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FIRST VICE PRESIDENT – Cheryl Baer, Sally Cameron 
 

Help STILL wanted (and needed!) 
Join a great team!  Next year’s co-Presidents are still looking for two people to 
do very important tasks for next year. Won’t you consider how you can fit in? 
 
Communication Manager: In this role, send group emails to Garden Club 
members, oversee social media, and oversee the Zoom account. (If you don’t 
feel like you’re tech-savvy enough, or you would like to have a committee to help 
you, give Sally Cameron a call for more specific info.) 
 
Yearbook: Work with the co-Presidents to collate and organize information for 
the yearbook. There is an existing template. Arrange production with printer. (The 
yearbook chair from last year will help!) 
Thanks again! Call Sally or Cheryl for more information. 
  

Next year’s Garden Club Team! 
 

Cheryl Baer and Sally Cameron, 1st co-Vice Presidents, are very pleased to 
announce The Garden Club of Hyannis Committee Chairs for next year. The 
Chairs are already at work developing great programs – we’re going to have a 
great year! Thanks very much for stepping up to serve. (And a special thanks to 
those who are moving on to other things, who are also recognized in this list!) 
 
If you’re interested in a particular committee or two, please reach out to the next 
year’s chair and let them know. 
 
Awards: Deborah Coleman 
Civic Beautification: Marilyn Sharry and Ann Marie Carlson 
Club Clippings: Nancy Wong 
Conservation: Sally Churchill and Nancy Beless 
Design: Nancy Costa (Thank you, Dolores Ahern, retiring Design Chair!) 
Garden Therapy: Elizabeth Katchpole and Kitty Lorenz 
Historian: Ann Rosseel and Nancy Wong 
Horticulture: Margot Churchill and Nancy Walsh (Thank you, Diane Cochran, 
retiring Horticulture Chair!) 
Hospitality: Fran Hoothay 
Library Flowers: Terri Goldstein 
Membership: Deborah Benassi (Thank you, Betty Logan and Dianne Erickson, 
retiring Membership Chairs!) 
Outings: Nancy Bailey and Mitzie Kocsis 
Publicity: Debby Faulconer 
Scholarship: Linda Zarif and Deidre Loughlin 
Showcase Coordinator: Kathleen Schatz 
Website: Nancy Wong   
Welcoming and Mentoring: Deborah Benassi 
Ways and Means: Dolores Ahern and Diane Cochran 
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SHOWCASE COORDINATOR – Kathleen Schatz 

  
Moving forward, businesses are opening, the Cape is now out of the 
red zone and Governor Baker announced that COVID restrictions will 
be lifted by August 1, maybe sooner. Over 45% of state residents are 
vaccinated and the Cape Cod COVID task force is projecting that 
75% of all Cape residents will be vaccinated by Memorial Day! All 
these developments indicate we will have a busy and 
successful Showcase on November 18, 19 and 20!  

This year’s Showcase will have new hours, from 9 am to 5 pm 
for all 3 days. The Showcase committees and room captains 
enthusiastically approved this change. The added morning hour 
will have help space attendees.   

Tickets and Save the Date cards will be printed by the end of the 
month and be distributed for members at the June meeting. If 
you are unable to get your tickets at the June meeting, contact 
Nancy Wong or Betty Logan. Sell those tickets! The top ticket 
seller will receive a prize.  

Reminder to room captains, please send us your room description 
and committee members, and thank you to those captains who 
have already forwarded that room information. If you aren’t 
already participating in a Showcase committee, please consult the 
last page of the yearbook which lists various committees and 
contact the committee chair to volunteer. 
 

 
 
 
CONSERVATION – Sally Churchill and Nancy Beless 
 
 Save Money and Help the Environment with Solar 

 

Installing solar panels is an easy way to lower your electricity bill and also help the 

environment. This is especially true in Massachusetts, which offers generous tax 

incentives to go solar. Currently, 15 percent of the state’s electricity comes from solar 

energy. This percentage will climb as homeowners race to take advantage of dollar-for-

dollar tax credits that will decrease starting in 2023. 
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If you own your home, you can either lease the panels, which has almost no upfront cost, 

or purchase them. Both options will save you money. Solar companies who bid for your 

project will provide a savings analysis customized for your property. Using Google Earth, 

solar contractors can often provide a proposal without actually coming to your home. 

 

Here’s how it works if you purchase your system: 

Solar panels generate electricity when the sun shines on them. If the homeowner is using 

electricity when the sun is shining, that power is used directly in the house. If the 

homeowner is not using electricity at that time, the power goes out to the electrical grid 

(e.g., Eversource) for others to use, and when this happens, the homeowner’s electrical 

meter runs backwards. If electricity is used in the house when the sun isn’t shining, the 

meter runs forward.  

 

Solar panels require virtually no maintenance and have a useful life of 20-30 years. If you 

need to replace your roof after installing the panels, there will be a charge, perhaps in the 

$1,000 range depending on the number of panels, to remove and reinstall them.  

 

If Eversource has a power outage, solar panels will not provide electricity to the 

homeowners unless they also installed a battery storage system. The cost of high 

efficiency solar panels has plummeted, which is why solar is so popular now, but battery 

storage systems for home use are still a work in progress. 

 

We had solar panels installed on our roof in 2017, and I’d be happy to share my 

experiences with interested Garden Club members.  - Leslie Hathaway  
 

 
FLORAL DESIGN—Dolores Ahern 

I will be presenting a slideshow at the May meeting of designs to be featured in 
our upcoming flower show. 
 

Hooray to these girls!  Hard at work on their 101 Floral designs!  It was great fun 
and they are all stars. 
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HOSPITALITY—Frances Hoothay, Deborah Benassi 

Hospitality would like to give a heartfelt thank you to all of our Hostesses in their 
support of this past season by providing recipes for Club Clippings and to Nancy 
Costa who presented a wonderful Hospitality Holiday Table Setting with an 
accompanying Floral Center Piece this past December.  
 
It is now time to look towards our 2021-2022 season.  A Blast Email has  
been sent as an appeal for volunteer Hostesses and Floral Designers as our 
hope is that we again will be able to enjoy our in-person Luncheon Meetings at 
some point next season. 
 
In the Blast Email I entered November in error.  November, of course is The 
Showcase. To clarify, volunteers are needed for October, January, 
February, March, and April.  Please consider volunteering as we cannot do 
this without your support.  For questions or to volunteer, please don’t hesitate 
to contact Frances Hoothay (fran4716@gmail.com) and Deborah Benassi 
(debbanassi@Gmail.com).  Please indicate a 1st and 2nd choice of months that 
you would prefer and we will get back to you to confirm.   
 
 
  

mailto:fran4716@gmail.com
mailto:debbanessi@Gmail.com
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HISTORY CORNER – Ann Rosseel 
 
"For the first time, in April of 1959, the Garden Club of Hyannis sponsored an all 
day Horticultural Meeting in cooperation with the Cape Cod Extension Service 
and it was open to all interested gardeners, both men and women.  Speakers 
were from the Univ. of Mass. and the Waltham Field Station." 
 
As we talk about looking ahead over the next 10 plus years and the future of the 
garden club, maybe attracting some men to membership would be one way to 
go!! 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP –  Betty Logan and Dianne Erickson 

Joyce Capobianco has moved.  We send her best wishes to be very happy in her 
new home. 
  
Her new contact information is: 
Joyce Capobianco 
Artisan at Hudson  
253 Washington Street, Unit 1108 
Hudson, MA 01749 
Tel:  508-875-8193 
  
  
We are happy to announce a new member.   Aruna Joglekar will be joining our 
membership on June 15th at the Sea View in Dennisport.  She has been 
attending our Zoom meetings. 
  
Aruna Joglekar  
188 County Road 
Weston, MA  02493-1186 
Tel 617-596-2050 
joglekarhome@gmail.com 
  
She and her husband recently bought a home at 5 Water Street in Sandwich, but 
will not move there for some time.    
  
Another person Amy Talhouk is applying for membership. Her sister is  
Meg McNamara who works at the Cultural Center. 
  
We look forward to our June meeting and to welcoming these new members. 
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OUTINGS—Nancy Bailey and Mitzie Kocsis 

 
Cinco de Mayo was a Ola-ta Fun! 

Club members kicked their south-of-the-border creativity into high gear 
celebrating Cinco de Mayo both in small groups and via Zoom. Over 30 members 
gathered hosted by Cheryl Baer and Nancy Walsh, Betty Logan, Kathi Schatz, as 
well as the Outings Committee based at Co-chair Nancy Bailey’s house. 

Drizzly weather didn’t dampen spirits as members donned serapes, sombreros, 
and custom T-shirts so relevant to today’s COVID times (Keep 6 Margaritas 
Apart). While technical issues early on delayed the start of the competition, it also 
enabled participants to enjoy some time together. (And we suspect some started 
earlier than 2). Each group (except Outings) submitted one vote per category to 
Outings which tallied the count. 

Winners were: 

Best Themed Flower Arrangement: Kathi Schatz and company; 

Best Table Arrangement/Decorations: Betty Logan’s team; 

Best Costumes: Betty Logan and guests (including some husbands who added 
to the fun); and 

Best Overall Group Presentation: Kathi Schatz and friends. 

Gift baskets were delivered to the winners by members of the Outings Committee 
wearing sombreros and shaking maracas. 

Thanks to all who took part in this Tequila Plunge into new territory for 
Outings…and a HUGE THANK YOU to Candi Hurwitz for her patience and tech 
support. (Couldn’t have pulled it off without you!!) 

Let’s keep the fun rolling at the Green Briar Nature Center Wildflower 
Garden Tour in Sandwich on Thursday, May 20th at 10 a.m. $4/pp. Checks to 
Mitzie Kocsis, 66 Tanglewood Drive, West Yarmouth, MA 02673, or Nancy 
Bailey, P.O. Box 325, Centerville 02632. BYO Lunch and Beverage. Dress for 
the weather as it’s rain or shine. 
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